Who wrote the Qur’an? 
Allegation No -1- & -2-
Muhammad PBUH wrote it for material gain!
He wrote it to gain power and glory!
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Despite what the Qur’an has testified about itself, that it is no more than a revelation sent down from the Lord of the worlds, and the challenges made therein to produce a similar text like unto it if anyone is in doubt of its source, and the many evidences which strongly suggests that the Qur’an is a very unique book and can never be the production of man, still there are many scholars and religious groups who are convinced that the Qur’an was written by Muhammad PBUH, however for various reasons he needed to attribute it to God Almighty.

Insh a Allah in a series of lectures we will be dealing with these allegations and offer the refutations to their claim based on logic and historical facts.

- 1st allegation – Muhammad PBUH wrote it for material gain!
Of course if you attributed the job to God Himself, and you were able to convince people to believe in that God, then anything you ask for from your followers it will be granted.  And so some people believe that Muhammad PBUH has attributed the Qur’an to God Almighty so that he could gain more material benefits. Maybe to rule over Arabia and live in a castle! Or to own a lot of properties etc. however, historically these claims were proven to be untrue for the following reasons: 

1- The Prophet Muhammad’s PBUH financial position was much more better before his prophethood than after. At the age of 25 he married a wealthy lady named Khadija RA and lived comfortably with her for 15 whole years before his claim of becoming a prophet of God. And it was after his prophethood that his financial situation became unbearable to such an extent that his wife A’ishah RA narrated that a month or two would go without fire being lit in their house because there was nothing there for them to cook. 
2- Some people thought that Muhammad PBUH used to eat meat everyday, night and day, while in fact he and his family survived on water and dates, and sometimes he was given milk from the people of Madinah. 

3- His wives once protested as to why we can’t live in a better condition rather than being poor while we are the prophet’s wives! He was very disturbed to their request to such an extent that a revelation came down from Allah saying: “O Prophet! Say to your consorts: “If it be that you desire the life of this world and its glitter, then come! I will provide for you your enjoyment and set you free in a handsome manner. But if you seek God and His Apostle, and the Home of the Hereafter, verily God has prepared for the well-doers amongst you a great rewards” Qur’an 33:28-29

4- Look at the bedding in which he used to sleep, when A’shah RA was asked about it she said: “It comprises of leather filled with the bank of date-palm” and when this same question was asked to his other wife Hafsah RA she said: “It comprises of a piece of canvas which I spread double-folded under him. Once I did it four-fold in an effort to make it more comfortable” then the next day he asked me: “What did you spread under me last night?” I replied: “The same canvas, but I had four-folded it instead of the customary double-fold.” He then said: “Keep it as it was before. The additional softness stands in the way of Tahajjud (night prayer)” 

5- The prophet used to distribute any gift that he received to the poor, once he gave away four loaded camels to the poor and needy. At the time of death he owned nothing but 7 dinars in which he also gave them away to the poor before he breath his last. 

6- In conclusion, historical facts stand in the way of the illogical allegation that Muhammad PBUH was after material gain. Even the New Catholic Encyclopedia testifies to this fact: “A case has been made that mere economic gain was the inspiration of Muhammad’s religious revolution. That case does not suite the facts as they are known.
” 

- 2nd allegation – he PBUH wrote it to gain power and glory!
It is equally difficult to believe that Muhammad PBUH has claimed to be prophet from God in order to gain power and glory.  If he wanted to, he could have attributed the Qur’an to himself which its beauty and sublimity has challenged all Arabs who were expert of the language. On the contrary many verses of the Qur’an were revealed to negate this idea that he was the author! Seeking glory, fame and power could be easily noticed if the person was after nice clothes, beautiful houses, and delicious food and so on, but rather the simplicity and humility of the prophet PBUH are enough evidences that he was not after power and glory:

1- The noble prophet PBUH used to mend his own garments, milk the goat and fix his shoes. Who among the ‘glory seekers’ would ever repair his shoes?

2- At certain time the Muslims wanted to stand up in order to greet him but he prohibited them by saying: “Do not stand up as the Persians do, some people honoring the others.” In other words, stand up for your Lord only and not for other human beings. 

3- When he and his companions were travelling they began to prepare to cook some food where the work was divided on all of them. And instead of sitting under his tent watching them cooking for him, he began to collect some wood to lit the fire. He chooses the hardest task in order to be part of the job.
4- One day a stranger came to meet him and after seeing him he was trembling out of reverence and respect. So the prophet PBUH took the man closer to him and said: “Relax brother, I am only the son of a woman who used to eat dried bread…”  How could a man seeking power and glory would humble himself so much and remember his own mother who used to eat dried bread (meaning, I came from a very poor family). 

5- Some people came to visit him and started to address him: “O Messenger of Allah, the best of us and the son of the best of us, our leader and the son of our leader.” His reply was: “O people say what you said previously or part of it and do not let Satan mislead you. I am Muhammad a slave of Allah and His Messenger. I do not like you raising my status above the status which Allah, the Might and Glorious has given me.”  Why would “a glory and a power seeker” would deny his goodness and being the best of all people? 
6-  In several occasions the advices of his companions were accepted against his own decisions. Like the advice of Habib Ibn Al Mundhir in the battle of Badr and also in the battle of Al Khandaq and Uhud. 
7- If he was after power and glory, he could have asked his followers to glorify his graveyard after his demise, but instead he forbade them to make his grave yard a place of worship, he said: “Do not make my grave a site for festivals” and he even prayed to God saying: “O my Lord, do not let my grave be made into an idol to be worshipped.” 

8- Why would he forbid the Muslims from praising him if he was seeking power and glory? He said: “Do not glorify me in the same manner as the Christians glorify Jesus son of Mary, but say ‘he is a slave of Allah and His messenger” 

9- Why would the author of the book (i.e. if he was Muhammad) declare in his own book that he is powerless and have no power over the unseen? Why would he say in his own book that if he had the power he would have multiplied all good for himself and no evil should have ever touched him?

10- Let us focus for a second on the reaction of Muhammad PBUH after receiving the first revelation. After his experience in the cave of Hira, he ran to his beloved wife trembling and filled with fear. If the revelation was actually his own invention, why would he fear? And why would an Arab reveal his fear to his wife? 

11- Last point that I wanted to mention here is the very attractive offer that was made by the chiefs of Mecca in order for Muhammad PBUH to give up his message. They were prepared to make him the richest man in Arabia, their overlord in which no decision should be taken without his consent and their King (where there was no kingship in Arabia that time). They offered him the most beautiful lady in Arabia for marriage and their condition was “renounce your message”. But his response was: “By Allah, if they put the sun in my right hand, and the moon in my left, I would never renounce my message which is from God.”  We may wonder, why a material seeker would refuse to be the richest of all? Why would the power seeker refuse to be the king of his people? 

IN short, if Muhammad’s PBUH motive by authoring the Qur’an is to get rich and gain power, then there could be no better offer than this. The question is, why did he reject?
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